The Dilemma in Christian Education


Facts:

· 61% of teens have been “churched”

· Approximately 20% of teens are never churched

· At least 85% of “Evangelical” Children leave the church after graduating HS
 despite at least 81% of them having spent at least a 2 month period in church during their teen years

· From 2000 to 2001 the number of adults who believed in absolute truth dropped from 38% to 22%

· Only 9% of born-again teens believe in absolute truth

· 75% of teens have engaged in some type of psychic/witchcraft related activity yet less than 30% of churches have touched on this subject

· Only 21% of adults consider themselves to be “holy” and only 35% believe God expects holiness from people

Problem:
· The American Church has lost its hold on its children

· The youth groups and Christian Schools have not adequately prepared their teens to deal with the “real world” and to stay strong in the faith

· A continuation of the status quo will only increase the downward spiral 

Solution
· A comprehensive Bible-based curriculum that helps students: 

· understand the big picture of God’s plan 

· understand how they fit into God’s plan

· understand the evidences that support God’s Word

· understand how the Bible fits together as one big story, not a smorgasbord of “books”

· understand how to “contend for the faith” and “reason” with others

· understand that God is in control of everything

· see God for who He really is – HUGE and able to handle anything in their lives

· treat the Bible as God’s revealed revelation to a desperate people describing His unfolding plan; not simply a book of character studies and topical applications 
· understand how to interpret/understand the Bible for themselves
· come to grips with God’s call on their lives
· understand who God is and His character
· understand and get to know Jesus, the God-Man
· “own” their faith (know what and why they believe)
· understand that God’s Word is as unchanging as He is
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