Last month we looked at the Humanity of Christ and saw that because Jesus experienced the same life experiences that we do the writer of Hebrews can truthfully say that He understands our temptations and our hurts, that He has been tempted in every way that we have – because there are only three basic types of temptation – the lust of the flush, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life.

In understanding Jesus’ humanity we should be able to boldly go to Him in our time of need, realizing that He truly does understand – He’s been there!

However, understanding the humanity of Christ was simply the first part, of a message I want to continue tonight.

From the Humanity of Christ to our Identity in Christ

You see if we don’t believe that Jesus really understands, that He’s really been there, that He’s really faced the same temptations – then we’re not likely to go to Him in our need, much less will we be able to identify with Him – which is the basis for our identity. And if we don’t know who we are we can’t live out who we really are.
We must learn who we really are and

We must live who we really are

We have what could be called an identity crisis in our culture. People are trying to figure out who they are left and right. If you ask people who they are the most common answer men will give will be related to their jobs, their employment, but is that really what defines us? What if we lose our job – do we suddenly have no identity? Am I a plumber or teacher or fireman or seamstress or am I something more?
Others identify with their possessions but what happens if our possessions change. Most people’s investments right now have pretty much bottomed out – does that mean we have bottomed out? We have possessions but we are not our possessions. Walking into a garage does not make you a car.

Preferences and Philosophies of life drive others and so they are consumed with them. I’m a conservative, democrat, republican, sierra club member. But then we change from time to time don’t we? What does that do to our identity? Has it changed?

We all struggle with attaching ourselves to the wrong things in life – making our identity based on something.

In the movie Antwone Fisher with Denzel Washington a young man in the Navy ends up in a psychiatrist’s office because he gets in violent fights. As the true story unfolds we begin to learn that beneath the shell of a man is a little boy. A little boy who’s mother abandoned him after giving birth to him in a prison. A little boy whose father was killed before he was born. A little boy who had a cruel and abusive foster mother. This is the little boy living inside the grown man. 

As Antwone tries to understand who he really is, the outer layers have to be peeled away so that the stark naked vulnerable truth can be exposed. And the truth was that Antwone was really scared and hurting. He wrote a poem that reads like this
 Who will cry for the little boy/ lost and all alone; 
Who will cry for the little boy/ abandoned without his own; 
Who will cry for the little boy/ who never had for keeps 
Who will cry for the little boy/ who knew well hurt and pain; 
Who will cry for the little boy/ a good boy he tried to be; 
Who will cry for the little boy/ who cries inside of me?
When Antwone was asked where he came from he replied – from under a rock. What loneliness was this man facing? What confusion as he tried to deal with the scars of his young life seemingly gone so wrong. He tried to find his identity,  like most people, where he found meaning, to no avail.
We’re all the same – we all have a story beneath our outer shell.

Our identity, however, is not defined by our possessions, our employment, our relationships or our desires. Does your craving for chocolate or strawberry change who you are – you at the core? No, you’re still you!

Does what you feel change who you are? You feel hungry, you feel sad, you feel glad – are you still you?

You may feel insignificant, unworthy, dirty like Antwone – but that doesn’t change who you really are.

So who are you?

Genesis 1:26-27   26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Our identity is found in Who we are and we are image bearers of the One and only Creator God. We are a reflection of him. We have since fallen, thus we are a distorted reflection, but nonetheless we are a reflection.

Can we change who we are by our cravings, desires, actions, etc? Could Antwone change who’s child he was? Neither can we. So why do we think that because we act a certain way that defines who we are. It does not!

This is a key problem with those struggling with issues of sexual identity or gender identification. Feeling something for someone, desiring something – does not make you anything – it is simply that, a desire. People who struggle with sexual identity mistake an attraction/desire for dna. Desiring a chocolate brownie does not make me a brownie – it’s simply a desire.

Desiring a man or a woman does not make me anything – it is a desire. We all have desires – some that should be acted on (eating when hungry) and many others that should not be acted on. Have you ever wanted to smack the tar out of someone but hopefully didn’t. You told your desires ‘no’.

The reason we seek all this things is because sin has left us with a broken humanity. We are not whole, complete. The only way for us to be made whole is for Jesus to complete us. 

Your identity comes from your father – that’s why Antwone went searching for his mother and father. He wanted to know who he really was. His mother was to ashamed to look at him or speak. His father’s family on the other hand welcomed him with open arms, despite the fact that his father was dead. In one hour he gained an entire family!

In one minute you gain an entire family for all of eternity when God the Father adopts you into his household.

Ephesians 1:3-5   3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love  5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—

The very nature of God becomes fused to us – Peter tells us we become partakers of the divine nature in 

2 Peter 1:4   4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires

We see this in the Gospels with Jesus Christ. As he is being baptized by John the Baptist, God the Father lets the whole world know who he is when he says 
Luke 9:35   35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him." 

Jesus is here identified with God – as his son – carrying the same nature – the same authority and power. Thus the identity question is really a question of ‘who’s your daddy?’

The human aspect of the matter is that Joseph was not Jesus’ biological father, thus Jesus did not have Joseph’s DNA. He has his father’s DNA – God the Father!

Thus not only was Jesus completely human but Jesus was also divine. John 1 tells us further that he was with the Father before creation, he created the world with the father, he fellowshipped with the father, and he himself is God. 

Our problem is that we aren’t convinced of WHO we are so we can’t live out who we really are. We don’t feel saved or we don’t feel like a child of God. When did God ever say to base your beliefs on your feelings. Ravi Zacharias says “a mood can be a dangerous state of mind because it can crush reason under the weight of feeling.”

Emotions do not determine your identity. Cain’s jealousy and hatred did not change the fact that he was the son of Adam and Eve, nor did it change God’s expectation of him. He was expected to act like a responsible image bearer of God who must give an account to the Creator for his actions.

Look with me back at Ephesians 1 again and ask yourself “Who’s Your Daddy?”

Ephesians 1:3-8   3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love  5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--  6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace  8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding
· God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full to receive them – Augustine

· Our energy has become attached (nailed) to a specific behavior, object or person leading to slavery

· Try getting away if I nail gun your leg to the wall! That’s what we do, often unconsciously, because we struggle with our Identity

· We need to take the nail out – “detach” ourselves; turn from ________ TO Jesus!
· This “Incompleteness” is exactly why we need Jesus to complete us and is exactly what He wants to do

· He wants to make us whole, complete, full

· He wants to complete us in His Image, in His Identity, in His Power

· WE NEED HIS GRACE – FREE GRACE!

· What has replaced or is in the way of God’s love being your deepest true desire?

Look with me at Romans

· Romans 8:9   9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

· Romans 8:15-17   15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."  16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

· Who’s blood runs through your veins?

· Saint or Sinner?

· Sinner saved by grace?

· Saint who sometimes sins?

· Most used term for followers of Christ in Bible

· Old Nature: Ephesians 2:3
· Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
· Revelation, Rebellion, Wrath
· New Nature: 2 Peter 1:4 

· For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
· Redeemed, Rescued, Ransomed, Restored

· Whatever Christ has we tap into – we partake of his divine nature

· In ourselves we have nothing, In Christ we have everything

· 2 Peter 1:2-4  2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
· Do you believe that? Will you chose to? It’s up to you!
· 2 Corinthians 5:17   

· 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 
· You’re not who you used to be – you’re a child of God, a child of the King now.

· Listen to just some of what God says concerning your new life in Christ …

· Hebrews 7:24-25  because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

· This is the intercession of the One who was fully God and fully man, the one who understands your problems and has the power and authority to solve your problems
· This is the intercession of the One who knows your every thought and desire, yet calls you His child
· Revelation 21:7   7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.

· You choose today

· Where will you find your identity?

· Will you let others define you?

· Will you define yourself?

· Will you believe God and let Him define you?

· Will you live your identity today?

· Will you bring you dark secrets to the light?

· Will you trust someone to help you today?

Have you learned who you really are in Christ?
Will you live who you really are in Christ?
