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Exposing the False Teachings of the “Hebrew Israelite Churches”
© 2007 Kevin M. Adams

The Hebrew Israelite Churches go by various names and may hold slightly varying views on specific issues.  However, generally speaking, they hold to the same basic tenets of belief. The groups are often named some combination of the following: Hebrew Israelite, Holy Conception Unit, Israelite Church of God in Jesus Christ, The Comforter, Children of the Saints Unit, etc.  The Baltimore, MD & DC based website (http://www.icgjcmd.org/ ) has many “flyers” explaining their beliefs, as does the Portland, OR branch (http://www.saintsunit.org/main.htm ). Both sites also have several additional listings and links of other branches. As indicated on the Children of the Saints Unit website, they are a branch of the NY based Israelite Church of God in Jesus Christ Inc. This also seems to be the case with the Holy Conception Unit (http://www.theholyconceptionunit.org/ ) which the Orlando, FL branch links to. They have additional groups/churches across the United States, including: NY, NJ, PA, MD, DC, NC, FL, MN, MO, NE, OK, OR, and elsewhere.

This paper will analyze the writings and Scripture proofs used by the “Hebrew Israelite Churches” (hereafter HIC) and will demonstrate that they are teaching a false Gospel, false history, false method of interpretation (hermeneutics) and in general are false prophets/teachers. This paper will document sources as they are available, although the reader should keep in mind that web pages change frequently. Some of their sites already require “membership” to access their doctrinal beliefs (Flyers).  However, at the time of this writing I was able to find them on other sites.

The Scriptures
To begin, the HIC do not believe in the same Scriptures as the Evangelical/Protestant community. They, like the Roman Catholics, accept the Apocrypha as Sacred Writings and thus build doctrine on it (like the Catholic doctrine of Purgatory from the teaching of Popes and the Apocrypha). Thus as I explained to a member of a HIC there will never be agreement between the HIC movement and the larger Christian community when there is a disagreement on what the Bible is.
Canon

The idea of what is to be included in Scripture as Holy, Inspired writings is a study of the “canon” of Scripture. Geisler and Nix note: 

The original meaning of the term canon can be traced to the ancient Greeks, who used it in a literal sense: a kanon was a rod, ruler, staff, or measuring rod. The Greek word kanon is probably a derivative of the Hebrew kaneh (reed), an Old Testament term meaning measuring rod (Ezek. 40:3; 42:16).2 This literal concept provided the basis for a later extended use of the word kanon, meaning “standard,” “norm.” Even in pre-Christian Greek, the word kanon bore a non-literal meaning,3 as it does in the New Testament. In 2 Corinthians 10:13-16 it bears the sense of “sphere of action or influence.”4 Galatians 6:16 comes closest to the final theological significance of the word, as Paul says “Those who will walk by this rule [kanon], peace and mercy be upon them.” 

Prior to being recognized as being canonical, books were received with authority, as being from God Himself. These books were written by people with a prophetic call from God, to speak for Him. In time, as disputes arose, and false teachings spread, it became necessary to determine, finalize, and “fix in stone” exactly which books were authoritative and which were not. Thus the “canon” was determined. 

It is important to understand that whether or not a book or writing is recognized as being canonical does not alter whether or not it is inspired. The process of determining which books should be in the canon is not the same as determining which books are inspired. The books that are inspired are inspired regardless of man’s agreement or disagreement about their canonicity. Writings are inspired because God inspired them – that is an absolute that stands above and beyond man’s recognition of their canonicity. 

For the doctrine of inspiration both 2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21 are relevant. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17   16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

In this passage of Scripture the Apostle Paul was telling Timothy that all Scripture was given by God and is thus inspired or “breathed out.” This word inspired means that God breathed out the words. 
2 Peter 1:21 further explains this when the Apostle Peter writes that “the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Peter is saying that the inspired writings of Scripture were not dreamed up by men, but rather, the men were moved along by the Spirit of God, as a sail is moved by the wind. God breathed out the words of Scripture, which these men recorded for our benefit today. The same word is used for both “came” and “moved’ in the above text (KJV). This verse is a further explanation of 2 Peter 1:20 which says “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.” The Apostle is letting people know that the prophets did not speak scripture from any private interpretation. Rather, instead of coming from their own understanding, the writings came from God Himself, as He moved the Apostles/Prophets. Thus these two verses explain the origin of prophecy/scripture. Though they do not fully explain how this occurred they do clearly indicate that all Scriptures are derived from God alone, not contrived or thought up by men. Incidentally, this verse has nothing to do with personally interpreting the scriptures; rather, as previously explained, it has to do with the origin of the Scriptures – originating from God not man.
The text in context reads as follows
 and demonstrates that Peter was an eyewitness to Jesus’ life (16). In seeing the transfiguration of Jesus, Peter had seen the prophecies of the Old Testament fully verified by God Himself. This provided an even more sure proof of the trustworthiness of Scripture (Old Testament at this point) and God’s prophecies as spoken through His prophets. Peter’s goal was that the hearer’s of his letter would be able to continue on in the faith after Peter was gone. This they can do, because Jesus has so completely fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies and they have God’s Word to refer to and follow. 
It was not until later that any follower of Christ would have a complete “Bible” of writings that included the “New Testament.” At this point these letters of the Apostles were often circulated around to nearby churches so that others beside the original recipients could benefit from the “inspired” writings from the Apostles/Prophets.
It is also necessary to understand that “books” as we know them today did not exist. Originally, the Scriptures were written on scrolls of papyrus (“plant paper”) or vellum (animal skin).
 These were not available to everybody and thus much memorization occurred. In Luke 4:17ff.., Jesus was given the Scriputres to read, and He was given a “scroll” (KJV “book”) which he “unrolls” (KJV “opened”).

Additionally, in the Hebrew text, there were no vowels, verses, or chapters until well after the time of Christ. The Masorite scribes added the vowels around 500 AD.

Geisler and Nix note: “The principles operative in the historical process of canonization are three: (1) inspiration by God; (2) recognition by men of God; and (3) collection and preservation of the books by the people of God.”
 

Theologically, Geisler and Nix explain the evolution of “canon”: 

From the literal “ruler,” the word was extended to mean a rule or standard for anything. In early Christian usage, it came to mean rule of faith, normative writings, or authoritative Scripture. The Fathers, from the time of Irenaeus, referred to the kanon of Christian teaching, which they called “The Kanon of the Church,” “The Kanon of the Truth,” and “The Kanon of Faith.”5 However, the first clear application of the word to the Scriptures came at about A.D. 350, with Athanasius.6 The word kanon was applied to the Bible in both an active and a passive sense: one in which it was the canon or standard, and the other in which it was canonized or recognized to be canonical by the church. In this chapter canonicity is viewed in the active sense in which the Scriptures are the ultimate norm.

Apocrypha

The word “apocrypha” means “hidden, unknown, or spurious.”
 The Random House Dictionary lists three definitions:
 
1.  (initial capital letter[image: image1.png]


) a group of 14 books, not considered canonical, included in the Septuagint and the Vulgate as part of the Old Testament, but usually omitted from Protestant editions of the Bible.

2.  various religious writings of uncertain origin regarded by some as inspired, but rejected by most authorities. 


3.  writings, statements, etc., of doubtful authorship or authenticity.

Since the books in dispute (the Apocrypha) occur prior to the New Testament, the primary concern is whether or not they are part of the OT Canon. In other words the question will be determined by (1) the canon of the OT as determined by the Israelites up to the time of Jesus, and (2) the OT books viewed as canonical by Jesus and others living in the New Testament times. 

Originally the OT canon was referred to as “the Law and the Prophets.” by the Israelites.
 It appears that over time a tripartite division came to replace the two-part division that was customary.
 It is also evident that though there were many additional “books” in circulation and read by devout Jews, however, the books outside the current OT Canon were never universally agreed upon by the Jewish communities to be recognized as part of the Inspired Canon. Furthermore, to this day the Jews have maintained the same OT canon, in agreement with Protestant Christianity.

“The earliest extant reference to the three main divisions of the Hebrew Scriptures is to be found in the prologue to the apocryphal book Ecclesiasticus, compose ca. 190 B.C. in Hebrew by Jesus ben Sirach.”

The Jewish historian Josephus (AD 37-95) writes in Against Apion
:

8. For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us,

disagreeing from and contradicting one another, [as the Greeks

have,] but only twenty-two books, (8) which contain the records

of all the past times; which are justly believed to be divine;

and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the

traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This interval

of time was little short of three thousand years; but as to the

time from the death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes king of

Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after

Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books.

The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for

the conduct of human life. It is true, our history hath been

written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath not been

esteemed of the like authority with the former by our

forefathers, because there hath not been an exact succession of

prophets since that time; and how firmly we have given credit to

these books of our own nation is evident by what we do; for

during so many ages as have already passed, no one has been so

bold as either to add any thing to them, to take any thing from

them, or to make any change in them; but it is become natural to

all Jews immediately, and from their very birth, to esteem these

books to contain Divine doctrines, and to persist in them, and,

if occasion be willingly to die for them. For it is no new thing

for our captives, many of them in number, and frequently in time,

to be seen to endure racks and deaths of all kinds upon the

theatres, that they may not be obliged to say one word against

our laws and the records that contain them; whereas there are

none at all among the Greeks who would undergo the least harm on

that account, no, nor in case all the writings that are among

them were to be destroyed; for they take them to be such

discourses as are framed agreeably to the inclinations of those

that write them; and they have justly the same opinion of the

ancient writers, since they see some of the present generation

bold enough to write about such affairs, wherein they were not

present, nor had concern enough to inform themselves about them

from those that knew them; examples of which may be had in this

late war of ours, where some persons have written histories, and

published them, without having been in the places concerned, or

having been near them when the actions were done; but these men

put a few things together by hearsay, and insolently abuse the

world, and call these writings by the name of Histories (emphasis added).

First, as previously mentioned, by the time of Josephus it appears that a tripartite division of the OT had become popular. Secondly, Josephus refers to five books belonging to Moses, which of course would be the Torah/Pentateuch containing Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Next he refers to thirteen books that follow after Moses’ death. These thirteen books would be the histories/prophets. Finally, he refers to the final four books of “psalms.” Though Josephus does allude to apocryphal material, in light of his previous statements it would seem he did not view them as “inspired.”
Bishop Melito of Sardis wrote a catalogue of the canon ca. AD 170 in which he states that he visited the Orient to investigate the number and order of the books of the OT. His list of included books was identical to the Hebrew Canon and the Protestant OT with the exception of Esther. He did not include it.

Origin (died AD 254) includes the same list as Josephus plus the Epistle of Jeremiah (which was never written in Hebrew).

Of the Latin Fathers, Tertullian (AD 160-250) states the number at 24, Hilary of Poitiers (AD 305-366) at 22, Jerome (AD 340-420) at 22, and relegating the Apocryphal books to a secondary position.

Henry Swete notes that there were differences in content as well as order between the Alexandrian Version (Hellenized) and the Hebrew Version of the OT Canon.

It is interesting to note that the main bodies of “Christianity” that contend for the Apocrypha as canonical are the Roman Catholic and the Greek Orthodox communities. As we will see shortly, the HIC distances themselves from both of these bodies on doctrinal and theological grounds. 
 In fact, the authority of the Apocrypha being included in Sacred Scripture falls mainly to the Greek Translation, the Septuagint (again the Greeks/Hellinization). 
Archer further demonstrates that the Aramaic Targums
 did not recognize them, nor did the earliest forms of the Syriac Peshitta.
 Amongst the Greek Translations Codex Vaticanus (B)
 lacks 1-2 Maccabees and includes 1 Esdras.
 The Sinaiticus (Aleph)
 omits Baruch but includes 4 Maccabees.
 The Alexandrinus (A)
 contains three additional books that are not accepted by Roman Catholicism.
 Additionally, Acquila’s Greek Translation
 was accepted by Alexandrian Jews even though it did not contain the Apocrypha.

In summary, while there were definitely individuals who believed some of the Apocryphal books should be included in the OT canon, it was not the majority. Additionally, it was a sporadic type of adherence such that even in Alexandria, the Greek center of Christianity, Acquila’s translation did not contain the Apocrypha, demonstrating that there was definitely not universal agreement on canonization of the Apocrypha. Much less, as evidenced from the number of books listed above there was nearly universal agreement that they were to be excluded!

In conjunction with the above discussion it should also be noted that there are no copies of a Hebrew NT available. The HIC, in their distaste for Hellenistic ways and Greeks purport to study the NT in Hebrew as well as the OT. The problem here is that their NT in Hebrew is a translation from Greek!
The English Bible

Another belief of the HIC is that the KJV of the Bible is the only bible to be used. Although they do promote the study of the original languages (in Hebrew, not Greek), as will be seen shortly, they are very shoddy with their exegesis. 

Concerning the issue of Bible Translations, I will try to summarize a few points and leave the reader with further references to pursue, as this could be a book in and of itself. The following points need to be considered: (1) the KJV was a translation into the common language of the English,
 (2) the translators of the KJV fully acknowledged that future translations would improve upon their work,
 (3) the Hebrew and Greek texts that the translators used to translate the KJV were limited in number (approximately 12) and in certain areas were lacking altogether (parts of Revelation are translated from Latin to Greek to English!),
 (4) the holding of the KJV to the position of the only inspired Bible is the same theology that took hold of the Latin Vulgate within the Roman Catholic Church,
 (5) the position has no defense biblically, theologically, historically, linguistically, or otherwise.
 
Beliefs
The format of this section will be to take the actual doctrinal statements made by the HIC
 and exegete the very texts they use to support their belief system. I will demonstrate their inaccurate exegesis, lack of knowledge of the Hebrew Language (despite their having a school to teach Hebrew), Scripture twisting and proof-texting, and will also bring in additional Scriptures (in context) to further demonstrate God’s True Plan. It is my hope that readers will be like the Bereans of Acts who searched the Scriptures to see what things were true.

Acts 17:10-11 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

In the following discussion I have “copy and pasted” the page referenced from the Holy Conception Units’ website and inserted my comments. Their unaltered text is in blue. My comments follow in black. I originally intended to dissect each published article, however, due to time constraints at this point I have only responded to their “About Us” introductory article. If you check their site you can tell this is a one page article. My response to this one page article is 32 pages long because I am serious about finding the Truth and properly interpreting the Scriptures.
 
____________________________________________________________________________________
Bishop and High Priest Ahbadkalri  http://www.theholyconceptionunit.org/main/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=5
7/17/07

The priesthood of the OT gave way to the priesthood of all believers once Christ offered his once for all sacrifice on Calvary. At that point, The High Priest (one greater than Aaron), offered Himself as The Perfect Sacrifice for man’s sins. This can be clearly seen by reading the book of Hebrews in the NT. There are therefore no clerical priests in the church as all are priests. This is the same error the Roman Catholics make in resurrecting the OT offices. Compare what the Apostle Peter says.
1 Peter 2:5-9   5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.  7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,  8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.  9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation [ethnos], a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
WHO ARE WE?
Posted by: ahbad on Jan 14, 2004 - 09:50 AM
Accessed 7/17/07  http://www.theholyconceptionunit.org/main/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=3 
The Israelite Church of God in Jesus Christ Inc is a church divinely inspired and dedicated, with biblical scholars that are devoted to the spiritual, mental, & physical liberation of the 12 Tribes of the Nation of Israel. 

The Holy Bible is the historical record book of the so-called Negroes and so-called Indians scattered throughout North, Central, South America, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Hispaniola, the West Indian Islands and all the lands throughout the four corners of the earth. The Holy Bible contains the prophetic and historical records of the Hebrew Israelites, describing what has happened to us as a people down through the ages and up until these times. God is revealing the keys to the mysteries of the Holy Bible to his true prophets (his chosen), in the last days, (which is now!). Read: Colossians 1:26, Matthew 13:10-17, 1st Corinthians 4:9, Jeremiah 18:1-10.
Colossians 1:26-27   26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints.  27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

What mystery is this? We need to read the context to determine the answer. This mystery (hidden truth), which up until this point God had not chosen to reveal to man, is that God has put “Christ in you” and this is available to Jew and Gentile alike. 

This mystery is further explained in the Apostle’s letter to the Ephesians. Paul further explains that “this mystery” which was not made known in “other ages” is that “the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:” (Ephesians 3:6). These mysteries were (in the past) revealed to God’s Apostles and Prophets (in the New Testament times), of which Paul is one (Ephesians 3:5-7). 

The Matthew passage listed above mentions that God has given special understanding to His “disciples.” 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given (Matthew 13:11). Jesus was speaking to His then current disciples almost 2,000 years ago. He was not directly speaking to anyone that is alive today. The truths made available to those first disciples have now been made available to everyone as will be demonstrated as we continue this investigation. 

1 Corinthians 4:9 simply states “For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.” As one being in the spotlight on the stage, so are the Apostles to the world. God has used them, in fact made a “spectacle” of them as part of His plan to bring the “good news” to all.

Jeremiah 18:1-10 speaks of what God is going to do to his people Israel because of their unfaithfulness. They will be judged, scattered, and made a spectacle to the world. 

These passages do not support the HIC statements above for the following reasons:

1. The “mystery” was given to the first Apostles/disciples to spread to the rest of the world as evidenced by the letters written after Jesus’ resurrection in which Paul and others brought the previously hidden mystery to all of mankind (Jew and Gentile) through their preaching.

2. The idea of a continuance or succession of the Apostles is an error of belief and is not in Scripture. God called the Apostles and prophets personally. To be an Apostle one had to have seen the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ from the time of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist until His resurrection. This is clearly explained when the Apostles were attempting to determine who should replace the fallen Judas as an Apostle in Acts 1:21-26. Thus there are no Apostles today despite some groups’ recent claims of such (these claims often come with a proclamation of “new revelations” from God to start a new “pure” church.)

Acts 1:21-26   21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,  22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.  23 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.  24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,  25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.  26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

3. The idea of the continuance or succession of the Prophets is an error of belief as well. This movement has been resurrected in various groups including the Mormons (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints), the Charismatic Third Wave Movement, and other groups; many of which believe they have new words from God concerning these last days. The Scriptures and corresponding history indicate that the OT prophets ended with Malachi, or to follow the original composition of the Hebrew Bible (not chronologically) with Zecheriah. This comes from Jesus Himself as He stated in Matthew 23:35. Here He is addressing the Pharisees and Scribes and says: 
Matthew 23:31-35   31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets.  32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.  33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?  34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:  35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.

Here Jesus has listed the last prophet in the Hebrew canon (the Hebrew Bible originally ended with the book of 2 Chronicles).

Additionally, if one is to hold to the continuation of the Prophetic office then the standards in Deuteronomy 18:20-21 should be held to as well. Here we learn that one single false prophecy was to result in the death of the prophet. God also warned His people about false prophets who would be able to perform signs and wonders but they were not sent from God. These false prophets would lead the people astray from worshipping God and were to be killed also (see Deuteronomy 1-5). 

Combining this understanding with Paul’s stringent admonition that anyone preaching a Gospel that does not match his was a false teacher we read in Galatians 1:8-9   

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

Here we find that (1) the Gospel message was being perverted, (2) those that were perverting the Gospel were cursed/condemned, (3) the Gospel message was therefore known/available to the people in Paul’s day, and (4) the Gospel message was able to be verified as to its authenticity. 

Paul is not playing games with the message from God regarding man’s salvation and future hope and neither should we. Today we have even more ways to verify the Gospel message as it has been proclaimed for nearly 2,000 years and there is much historical data plus an entire NT canon of Scripture to study and compare.

The Apostles and Prophets were God’s spokesmen throughout scripture, though there were not always Apostles and Prophets. There were no Apostles in the OT and the office of Prophet was not continuously filled. This is demonstrated by the lack of Prophets from Malachi (the last prophet chronologically, around 400 BC) to John the Baptist and then following the death of the New Testament Apostles/Prophets there is a lack of them in church history as well. This is further supported by the following pieces of evidence:

a. Isaiah 40:3 predicted the coming of John the Baptist as a forerunner of the Messiah. The historical, non-inspired book of 1 Maccabbees (written during the “intertestimental period”) indicates that the office of the prophets had ceased (see 1 Maaccabees 4:46; 9:27; 14:41). A careful study of the Jewish historian Josephus’ Against Apion also indicates an apparent cessation of prophecy, particularly of the written kind. 

1 Maccabbees 4:46 And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should come a prophet to shew what should be done with them.

1 Maccabbees 9:27 So was there a great affliction in Israel, the like whereof was not since the time that a prophet was not seen among them.

1 Maccabbees 14:41 Also that the Jews and priests were well pleased that Simon should be their governor and high priest for ever, until there should arise a faithful prophet;

b. The Apostles/Prophets were the foundation for building the Church as Jesus was the cornerstone. This is seen in Ephesians 2:19-20 which states “19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God;20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;”

c. The Apostles/Prophets did not appoint successors to their offices as indicated by the fact that their successors do not go by the titles Apostles/Prophets (Cf. for instance Paul’s mentoring of Timothy and Titus, of whom neither is afforded the titles Paul held. The office is God ordained and not passed on to successors. This was the case in the OT and the NT. In the OT where there is succession to the prophetic office it is because God called a new prophet. Prophets were not “self appointed” (refer again to the discussion of 2 Peter 1:21).

d. The book of Hebrews clearly indicates that God used Prophets in times past but through Jesus He sent His final, better, ultimate Prophet. The words of God as given to God’s mouthpieces, the prophets, were in Jesus Christ, the Word made Flesh. This new Prophet was the very Word of God Himself – in the flesh. The Scriptures on this matter read as follows: Hebrews 1:1-2   God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;”  Here the contrast is made between “time past” and “last days” as well as between “prophets” and “his Son.” Though God spoke through the prophets in the past He spoke through the Son in the last days. 

Amos 3:7 says: "Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets." 
The point of this Scripture is that since God’s ways are above man’s ways, God reveals to men His plans before undertaking them. For instance, He told Noah before He flooded the world, He told Abraham before He destroyed Sodom & Gomorrah, He told the Israelites before He punished them, etc. This verse cannot be pulled from its context and then slavishly re-applied to the 21st century, especially in light of the fact that biblically and historically the evidence indicates that the office of the prophets has not been in existence since NT times. 

Before going any further, we would like to inform you that the Bible is not a religious book! The word "religion" is from the Greek word "religio", which means, to hold back, keep down and restrain. This is exactly what the religions of the world have done to our people. They have held us back, kept us down, and divided us up into different groups, thereby, keeping us from being the nation that we are, the Hebrew Israelites. As a result, we have been weakened as a people. This is currently not the condition that the Most High wants his holy (and his chosen) people to be in. 
While it may readily be admitted that “religion” has often oppressed, historic Christianity does not claim to be a “religion” but a “relationship” with the God of the Universe. The larger problem with the above paragraph is its misrepresentation of facts as demonstrated below.

The word “religion” is usually thought to be from the Latin root (not Greek) religionem/religio. (see http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?search=religion&searchmode=none and http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/religion ). Additionally, etymology is not the surest method of defining words as knowledgeable linguists admit. Words frequently and regularly change their meaning over time. Take for example the word “enthusiasm.” The word, of Greek origin, came from the adjective, entheos meaning, “having the god within” (en ‘in’ and theos ‘god’). “Over time the meaning of enthusiasm became extended to “rapturous inspiration like that caused by a god” to “an overly confident or delusory belief that one is inspired by God,” to “ill-regulated religious fervor, religious extremism,” and eventually to the familiar sense “craze, excitement, strong liking for something.” Now one can have an enthusiasm for almost anything, from water skiing to fast food, without religion entering into it at all.” (from http://www.answers.com/topic/enthusiasm ). Thus it is easily seen that the meaning of words change. Additionally, a word can have multiple meanings depending on the context. For example; you can withdraw money from a bank, go fishing off the bank, bank a shot (basketball), etc.
 

The above method of (1) misunderstanding/misrepresentation of the meaning of words, (2) words taken out of their original context and twisted to mean something else, (3) a lack of understanding of historical, biblical, and linguistic (language) issues, and (4) faulty logic is repeated throughout the HIC websites and literature. The discerning reader should begin to recognize these after just a short investigation into their writings.
1st Corinthians 1:10-13 says: "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chlo'e, that there are contentions among you. Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided?..." 

From this very quote of the Bible it can be clearly seen that Jesus Christ never set up these religions that our people are now divided by. 
First, there has been an illogical leap (or at a minimum an unwarranted implication) from this Scripture. The Scripture is clearly describing the situation: there are some people following the Apostle Paul and there are other people following the man Apollos. The two groups are then causing discord and division within the larger body of believers. Paul’s point is very clear and is explained in other letters he wrote as well. 

Romans 12:4-5   4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:  5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.

1 Corinthians 10:17   17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partake

1 Corinthians 12:12-13   12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:25   25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.

Ephesians 4:4-6   4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

These verses indicate that; (1) all believers in Christ are to be unified because they have all received the same salvation, from the same God, for the same purpose, into the same body, adopted in the same family, for the same future, etc. (2) each individual functions as a ‘member’ in the ‘body’ in a slightly different function that complements the rest of the members of the body. 

Additionally, the rest of Scripture clearly indicates that not all the believers met together, locally as one group. This would have been geographically and numerically impossible. Thus, being humans, those who were instructed in the faith by an older/more mature believer naturally felt more allegiance to that person than another leader of the new movement (Christianity). This continues to happen today. While it is hoped that the believer will move to a point of maturity and realize we are all part of the same body with Christ as the head, that does not deny the reality of what happens in life. Oftentimes Christians develop the idea that there was an ideal/perfect time in the past when all was right. I challenge anyone to demonstrate that from Scripture or history. It never was the case. All the OT heroes were flawed. All the NT heroes were flawed. The only person who was not flawed was Jesus Christ and that is because He was also God. 

Compounding this false argument is the fact that there are many branches (denominations??) of HIC. Many of them are linked together but there are also those who have developed a slightly different belief on a particular issue and have thus split from the others. This has been personally verified to me from a member of an HIC. So the very charge leveled against the rest of “Christendom” can also be leveled against the HIC movement itself. 

Truth does divide. Just as God divided the night from the day with light, so too the light of truth will divide those who do not hold the truth from those that not only know, but embrace the truth.  Jesus stated it like this:

Matthew 10:34   34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.

Luke 12:51   51 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:

Is this because Jesus wants to rip apart families? No, this is because in bringing the truth (the Good News) there will invariably be those who refuse it and there will be those who accept it. And there will be those who are persecuted for accepting it. When an orthodox Jew accepts Jesus as the Messiah his family often disowns him, cutting him off, sometimes even performing a burial service. I have known people who have experienced this. On the other spectrum, just because you are being persecuted does not mean that you are doing right or following truth. Jesus did not come to hide this truth from those who desire it; He came to reveal the mysteries of God. Those who can’t understand it are because they are blinded by Satan (2 Corinthians 4:4   4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.) and refuse to accept it (Romans 1:28   28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind,)
We are the true Hebrew Israelite Jews that the Holy Bible speaks of. 
The Bible clearly tells us who the true Israelites are: 

Galatians 3:26-29   26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
This passage states very clearly that: (1) faith in Jesus Christ makes a person a child of God (see also John 1:12), (2) being joined together (baptized/immersed) with Christ is another way of saying this, (3) societal division, ethnic divisions, national divisions, etc. are all removed upon joining the family of God – there is but one unified family (as discussed above),  (4) finally, being in Christ, a child of God, adopted by Him, makes a person part of the promise being fulfilled to Abraham from Genesis 12:1-3ff. and Genesis 15. God specifically told Abraham that He chose him out of all the nations of the world to make him a blessing and to bless all the nations of the world through him. 

Genesis 12:1-3  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:  2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
It would behoove the HIC to take special note of Matthew 3:9  which Jesus spoke to the religious leaders of His day, the very people who should have known the most about Him but didn’t.
 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

God can make children from the very stones on the ground.  After all, He made Adam from the dirt of the ground and Eve from Adam’s rib/side. The Jewish leaders of the NT had taken security in the fact that they were biological descendants of Abraham and thus they thought they were guaranteed favor, blessings, and security with God. How mistaken they were. They were trusting in their human pedigree (genealogy) instead of in the atoning sacrifice of the Son of God. A biological blood line has never and will never guarantee anyone of a relationship with God. The blood that is needed is that blood of Christ applied to your life as what pictured in the Passover of Exodus (See Exodus 12:21ff.; Hebrews 9).

Studying the entire book of Galatians and Ephesians would eliminate the majority of the theological errors in the HIC. We will touch upon some of them as we investigate more of the HIC belief system. 
God and Jesus Christ do not look like so-called Caucasians, the real Hebrew Israelites and all of the Holy Prophets of the Bible are people of color!!! Read: Jeremiah 14:2, Song of Solomon 1:5, Job 30:30, Lamentations 4:8 & 5:10, Revelation 1:1
, 14-15
, Daniel 10:5,6 & 7:9
 & St. John 14:8,9. God's people are the descendants of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob. 
Although the general public may be blinded to the true color of Jesus due to the abundance of “white” artist renderings, I don’t think there are too many serious bible students or biblical scholars who actually believe Jesus was white/Caucasian; who from the East is? However, the texts produced as proof do not hold up under scrutiny.
Jeremiah 14:2   2 Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up.

The context of this verse is explained in verse 1: there has been a terrible drought. The drought has affected people, animals, and the land. The wells (verse 3) and the land (verse 4) are empty – there is no water.

HIC is using Jeremiah 14:2 to attempt to prove that the inhabitants are ‘black’ (their skin color). The problem, as I alluded to earlier is their lack of understanding of proper hermeneutics (principles for interpreting Scripture). The word translated as ‘black’ in the KJV is the word rd;q' [qadar {kaw-dar'}].

While the Hebrew word µ¹shak is restricted to meaning blackness, the word kadar more often refers to mourning or darkness/blackness related to eschatological judgment. The word is not used to refer to the color of a person’s skin. 

The exact form of the word (Qal Perfect 3rd person common plural) is used in Joel 2:10 and 4:15 to mean darkened/black in the context of judgment. The word is used 17 more times for a total of 19 times. The first usage of the word is found in Genesis 25:13 “And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam,” The word is first used as the name of one of the descendents of Ishmael (not Isaac!).

Chronologically, the next three usages are found in Job where the KJV closely follows the Geneva Bible and translated the word two different ways: 


Job 5:11 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety. 
Job 6:16 Which are blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein the snow is hid:

Job 30:28 I went mourning without the sun: I stood up, and I cried in the congregation.

As Strong’s Dictionary notes, kadar is translated in the KJV  “as “mourn” six times, “black” four times, “dark” four times, “blackish” once, “darkened” once, and “heavily” once.” Three of the four times the KJV translates kadar as ‘black’ occur in the book of Jeremiah. Jeremiah, being a book of prophecy has much figurative language including but not limited to metaphor and parallel/poetic statements. Being several thousand years removed from the situation the modern reader often misses the play on words and emphasis in the Hebrew text. We will look at the three verses here; Jeremiah 4:28; 8:21; 14:2. The first occurrence of the word in Jeremiah is actually in 2:10 and refers to the people/nation/tribe of Kadar as mentioned previously. The next usage is in Jeremiah 4:28.

Jeremiah 4:28 For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it.

This passage clearly contains parallel statements as are used throughout the Bible, especially in the OT. This is a very common practice. Whereas the ancient Hebrews did not have exclamation marks, question marks, underlining, etc. to denote emphasis and other linguistic markings, they used other ways to convey their message. One of these methods was the use of parallelism. Parallel statements can be used in a variety of ways. The following are but a few examples:

1. Synonymous Parallelism

a. The second line repeats the thought of the first line, though usually with different, but synonymous words.

b. A generous man will prosper; 
he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. (Prov. 11:25)
c. Kings take pleasure in honest lips; 
they value a man who speaks the truth. (Prov. 16:13)
d. See also Prov. 16:16, 18

2. Synthetic Parallelism

a. The second line adds information to the first line.

b. He who conceals his hatred has lying lips, 
and whoever spreads slander is a fool. (Prov. 10:18)

3. Antithetic Parallelism

a. The second line is opposite the first line in its thinking.

b. Approximately 90% of the Proverbs in Proverbs 10-15 are of this type.

c. A kind man benefits himself, 
but a cruel man brings trouble on himself. (Prov. 11:17)
4. Comparative Parallelism

a. An ethical point or truth is explained by an illustration from nature 

b. Like cold water to a weary soul 
is good news from a distant land. (Prov. 25:25)
Here in Jeremiah 4:28 the Prophet Jeremiah uses synthetic (or possibly synonymous parallelism) three times. This verse contains three clauses in which each clause has two parts. 

Jeremiah 4:28 For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it.

The first clause is:

For this shall the earth mourn, 

and the heavens above be black:

As already discussed the word kadar frequently refers to mourning and judgment. It clearly has this meaning here, as the text is structured in a parallel arrangement. Without getting into too much detail, if ‘heavens’ is taken to add to the thought of ‘earth’ the text would be synthetic parallelism. If, on the other hand it is taken to be synonymous with the ‘earth’ as in ‘all’ which is how ‘heavens and earth’ is most likely used in Genesis 1:1, then it would be synonymous parallelism. For the point being made here it does not matter because kadar is paired with the word ‘mourning’ thereby demanding that the meaning of kadar in this context be ‘mourning’ or an equivalent. 

The second clause is:

because I have spoken it, 

I have purposed it,

Like the first clause this could be taken as either synonymous or synthetic at first glance. Due to limited space/time it is enough to note that it is a parallel statement. Generally speaking when God speaks something it is as good as done. It will happen. Thus, having purposed it simply clarifies that thought and possibly adds the idea that it was pre-planned.

The third clause is:

and will not repent, 

neither will I turn back from it.

This is the easiest verse to see the synonymous parallelism in as ‘repent’ and ‘turn back’ are referring to the same thing, namely that God will not change His mind on this matter. Thus the three clauses are all parallel clauses and the word kadar means mourning, not black.
The next occurrence in Jeremiah is Jeremiah 8:21 which reads as follows.
Jeremiah 8:21 
For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; 
I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me.

Again, based on our previous discussion the reader should begin seeing the parallelism in the verse. The verse is clearly talking about ‘hurt’ which is clearly about ‘mourning’ and not about ‘color.’ Jeremiah is not bringing in someone’s color as that has absolutely nothing to do with his point or the context of the passage; rather, Jeremiah is demonstrating the tragedy of the situation using poetic/parallel verse structure.
The next verse in Jeremiah (14:2) is the first verse listed above by the HIC website to support their contention that the author is referring to people’s skin color. As this is the fourth occurrence in the book of Jeremiah the reader at this point should automatically understand that without even looking at the verse it is most likely going to refer to mourning or something related to mourning. That is the pattern the author himself (not me) has established. If the author changes his usage, which he has every right to do, it would be expected that the context would indicate a change and it would be clear in the historical and linguistic context. To make a quick parallel; If I was having a conversation with a friend about going to the bank to withdraw money and on the sixth usage of the word ‘bank’ I suddenly was referring to a basketball shot, unless I preface the new usage of the word with an explanation my friend would be thoroughly confused because I did not follow the natural standards of communication. The same hold true for literature and the Bible. The standards are the only way anyone is ever able to communicate with anyone else.

Jeremiah 14:2 
Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; 
they are black unto the ground; 
and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up.
When reading the English versions it helps to pay attention to conjunctions (the words that connect phrases/clauses/words).  Here, with the KJC the word ‘and’ tips the reader off. Often the English ‘and’ is a translation of the Hebrew w ‘waw’ (or as some say ‘wow’). This is the most common Hebrew conjunction and depending on how it is used tells the reader if the related parts are being compared, linked in succession, linked relationally, linked chronologically, etc. Of course the immediate linguistic context plays a part too.

The parallel statements may be seen in the following layout. I have included the New American Standard Bible (NASB) translation in the right column for comparison as well. The NASB is considered by most scholars to be the most literal translation of the Hebrew text.

Judah mourneth,




Judah mourns 

and the gates thereof languish; 


And her gates languish

they are black unto the ground; 


They sit on the ground in mourning, 

and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up.


And the cry of Jerusalem has ascended.

The word for ‘mourn’ in Hebrew is hl'äb.a' and means “to mourn.” It is used here to set the tone of the verse. The word ‘languish’ is then paired with mourn to express the extent of the mourning – it is exhausting/languishing. The fact that ‘black’ refers to ‘mourning’ is again proven by the fourth term in the verse referring to the concept of mourning, ‘cry.’ Thus in this verse there are four words, all used in parallel statements to express the sad state of affairs in Judah; mourn, languish, black, and cry. To pull the third usage, ‘black’ (in KJV) out of its context and make it mean something different like skin color demonstrates the HIC attempt to use Scripture to “prove” what they want to believe instead of using Scripture to determine what they believe.
 The word kadar in this verse has absolutely nothing to do with skin color.  
The next verse used by the HIC is Song of Solomon 1:5. 
Song of Solomon 1:5-6  
I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
as the tents of Kedar, 
as the curtains of Solomon. 
Look not upon me, because I am black, 
because the sun hath looked upon me: 
my mother's children were angry with me; 
they made me the keeper of the vineyards; 
but mine own vineyard have I not kept.

In this verse the Hebrew word is not kadar but rather rxov' shachar meaning black. The word is an adjective describing a condition – her color. The writer then compares her ‘blackness’ as being of the tents of Kedar. As discussed previously, Kedar was a descendant of Ishmael (not Isaac). The woman in question is comparing her skin to that of the beautiful black hair of goat skins that were used in the making of the tents of Kedar. She is doing this because it was not the norm! If it was the norm there would be no need to explain or to request that she not be looked at because of her color. 
The writer further discusses the issue in the next verse (1:6), urging that she not be looked down upon or stared at for her ‘blackness’ (shachar, an adjective) because it was due to the sun’s looking down upon her (note the parallel ‘looking’) as her brothers made her work in the vineyards. Despite this “blackness” she says she is beautiful just the same (comely in KJV). Because she has been in the vineyards she has not been able to tend to her beautification (mine own vineyard) but nonetheless she is still beautiful.
Hence this verse uses a different Hebrew word as an adjective to describe a woman’s skin color that was not the norm – it was made that way by the sun. The verse defends her skin color as beautiful and explains the cause as her brothers who made her work out in the sun (in the vineyard). Therefore, this verse is no defense of a naturally “black” Israelite nation either. Plus the HIC are ripping the verse out of its context to use it for their own agenda.

The next verse listed by the HIC is: 

Job 30:30 
My skin is black upon me, 
and my bones are burned with heat.
Again, this verse is not depicting Job’s natural skin color. This is a distraught man in mourning. As we have already seen above, the book of Job has used the word kadar three times already to refer to mourning. Here, we have the word shachar used (see above), referring in this context to the effects of the catastrophe in Job’s life on his very body. His skin has become blackened, hot, etc. from disease as his bones are also ‘burning.’ Regardless of the specific ailment afflicting Job, the fact is; this is not describing his natural state or skin color.
 
The next two verses used by the HIC are Lamentation 4:8 and 5:10. 
Lamentations 4:7 
Her Nazarites were purer than snow, 

they were whiter than milk, 

they were more ruddy in body than rubies, 

their polishing was of sapphire:

Lamentations 4:8 
Their visage is blacker than a coal; 
they are not known in the streets: 

their skin cleaveth to their bones; 

it is withered, it is become like a stick.

Lamentations 4:9 
They that be slain with the sword are better than 
they that be slain with hunger: 
for these pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field.

Lamentations 4:1-6 began this section on the judgment of God for His people turning away from him and here in 4:7-11 it continues. The first section seems to refer to citizens in general whereas the second section (7-11) seems to refer to the Nazarites. 
In 4:8 we have the word shachar used again. Like Job 30:30 this passage is describing the effects of the deplorable conditions on the people/land. The second pair of lines, like the Job passage, makes this clear. This explanation is continued in 4:9 where it is indicated that it would be better to die by the sword than to slowly die from hunger, which affects the whole body bit by bit.
Interestingly, whereas the usage of ‘blacken’ in 4:8 is due the judgment of God, it is contrasted with the ‘Nazarites’ of 4:7 who, prior to judgment are described as ‘whiter than milk’ and ‘more ruddy’ than ‘rubies.’ The HIC movement would never have used Lamentations 4:8 to attempt to prove the ‘blackness’ of God’s people if they practiced sound hermeneutics. The very verse they used is immediately preceded by a verse that portrays “whiter/lighter” skin as good/better!
  In context, however, the point of the passage is the condition of the people, not their skin color. 
Lamentations 5:10 
Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine.

In 5:10 we have a new word, rm;k' (k¹mar) used. The Theological Wordbook of the OT (TWOT) notes: “The root meaning is to be warm, hot. Three of the four occurrences (Gen 43:30; 1Kings 3:26; Hos 11:8) all of which are Niphal express the emotions of filial attachments, in the latter case those of God for his people.”  This word has to do with becoming warm or hot. It translated in the KJV as “bowels yearning” indicating the “emotions of filial attachments” as stated by TWOT. The usage in our text, Lamentations 5:10, speaks of being hot or burning because of the terrible famine.  Again, the verse in context tells us exactly what is going on; the famine has caused a change in their appearance. This is not their normal skin appearance; in fact, this change is the result of judgment.

In summary, the HIC attempt to demonstrate the ‘black’ nature of the Hebrews is agenda driven and strained. While the Hebrews may very well have been dark skinned the verses used were not written to prove the skin color of the Hebrews. The repeated attempts at strained exegesis demonstrate their effort to prove their preconceived notions. Some of the other HIC movements are not as strained, but they all are attempting to make a bigger deal than necessary about the color of the Hebrews and are unnecessarily causing additional divisions that are not based on sound doctrine.

We come from a heritage of royalty, dignity and great glory. We were, and still are the greatest and mightiest people in the earth. Exactly how and why did we fall? How can we be restored back to honor as a nation? How can we, so-called Black, Hispanic and Native American Indian men and women, be spiritually reunited and reclaim the honor, pride, dignity, self-worth, self respect and everything else that has been lost to us as a nation? 

We, the teachers, are a part of the body of Jesus Christ (Read: 1st Corinthians 12:27-31). Divine scholars were inspired and ordained by the Lord of heaven and earth to bring forth the truth to our people. Through the knowledge contained in the Holy Bible we are preparing them for their liberation which will take place as prophesied in the Holy Bible, King James version, 1611 edition, as a result of the second coming of Jesus, our King and our Savior. We are in that time, the last days, as prophesied in Matthew 24th Chapter. 
Teachers are given by God to the body of Christ (the Church). Divine scholars and inspiration, however, are another matter. As Hebrews 1:1 mentions, God has sent His revelation for these last days to us in the form of Jesus Christ. His Apostles were those who lived when He lived, were called by Him, and were given additional, unique privileges and authorities. To claim this for oneself today is simply a ruse to control those who will willingly submit to the stated claims. For further on this see above under Apostles/Prophets.

As already mentioned, from the member of HIC that I spoke to, they are using a KJV of 1769 or its equivalent and not the 1611 version. Additionally, as has already been noted, the entire line of argumentation concerning the KJV of the bible is biblically, theologically, and historically erroneous. 
Concerning the last days, I, along with all Christendom that I am aware of, would agree that we are in the last days. 
What can save us from the present destruction that our families, our children and God's people are sinking into? What can free us from the hands of our enemies and restore us back to the great and mighty people that we once were? The answers to these questions and the many others you may have lay within the pages of the Holy Bible. Read: Isaiah 33:6, Hosea 1:10-12, Zephaniah 2:1, St. John 4:22, 8:32 & 11:47-52, Revelation 18:2-5 ("Come Out of Her My People"). 

At this point I think it would be beneficial if the following points are discussed as they are the fundamental underpinnings of the HIC movement. First, an explanation of God’s covenant with Israel and His calling of His People, particularly as it relates to His Plan for the World as unfolded from Genesis to Revelation; Second, an explanation of God’ s methods of drawing all nations to Himself as clearly stated in both the OT and the NT; Thirdly, an understanding of God’s desire to bring the Heathens’ of the world (Gentiles) into fellowship with Him and call them all His People as evidenced from both Testaments.; Fourthly, that the salvation offered in the Bible is salvation by grace though faith demonstrated by works, again demonstrated from both Testaments.

God’s Covenant with Israel
While God’s covenant, like all His plans, was determined before the foundations of the world, chronologically speaking we will start with the call of Abraham in Genesis 12. Here we find that God called Abraham from a family a heathenism (unbelievers) to leave his home and God would give him descendents, land, and blessings, as well as the fact that he would become a means to bless all the other nations of the world. This is spelled out in the following verses. 

Genesis 12:1-3  
Now the LORD had said unto Abram, 

Get thee out of thy country, 

and from thy kindred, 

and from thy father's house, 

unto a land that I will shew thee:  

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, 

and I will bless thee, 

and make thy name great; 

and thou shalt be a blessing:  

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, 

and curse him that curseth thee: 

and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

This covenant extends to all the nations of the earth as stated in the last clause of 12:3 “and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” God re-iterated this in the following verses as well:

Genesis 22:18   18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

Genesis 26:4-5   4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;  5 Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

This is further delineated in the powerful passage in Isaiah. 

Isaiah 19:20-25   20 And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them.  21 And the LORD shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the LORD in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the LORD, and perform it.  22 And the LORD shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the LORD, and he shall be intreated of them, and shall heal them.  23 In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians.  24 In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land:  25 Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.

Here, God notes that the Egyptians will know the Lord. This speaks of an intimate knowledge, not simply ‘knowing about’ someone but really knowing them. Furthermore God gives Egypt and Assyria in this passage names previously given to Israel; Egypt is called ‘my people,’ Assyria, ‘the work of my hands,’ and Israel ‘mine inheritance.’ The heathen nations are surely seen as coming to know the Lord and serve Him as was always intended!

God’s Desire for the Nations
The first thing that needs to be understood is that every person in the world is ultimately related to the original man (Adam) and his wife (Eve)
. Additionally, all the families of the world are said to descend from Noah.
From all the nations of the world, God divided the lands of the earth and assigned the nations to their domains.
 God moves the nations at will
, empowers those He wishes, dethrones kings as He desires
, and generally speaking, does what He wants with whom He wants, when He wants.
 After all He is the King of the Universe (as well as the Creator!). God holds all nations (including Israel) accountable to Himself and they will all be judged by His righteous standard.
 

God is also ready to forgive the nations (any nation) upon their repentance and acceptance of Himself as their Lord. He forgave the entire city of Ninevah, capital of the Assyrians as described in the book of Jonah. Jonah knew His God was a forgiving God and that is why he did not want to proclaim the Good News (‘Gospel’) to the city. He admits as much in the following text:

Jonah 3:6 - 4:2   6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:  8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.  9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?  10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.   Jonah 4:1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.  2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.
The Apostle Paul admits this as well and adds that He has also chosen the nation each person is to be born in. 
Acts 17:26-27   26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

Thus someone being born in Africa versus Europe versus the USA is all determined by God according to His will.
Isaiah 2:2-4 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Isaiah 11:10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

One statement concerning the above verses is as follows:

Isaiah foresaw that history would eventually culminate in a day when the temple at Jerusalem would serve as a worship center for all the nations of the world (Is. 2:2–3). The peoples would flow like a river from all over the earth to see and know the living God. The Lord would judge the nations (Is. 2:4; compare Matt. 25:31–46; Rev. 20:11–15), wars would end, and God’s peace would rule the world (compare Is. 11:1–10).

So for Isaiah, God is an international God. He is Lord of all the nations. He is also the Savior of the world. His offer of life is for all. People and nations that refuse to repent and receive His life will be judged (Is. 2:10–11, 19, 21).

In Malachi we clearly see that in the future (from ~ 400 BC when Malachi was written) Gentiles will revere God’s name and make offerings to Him. This is something that worshippers/followers of God do. Thus in the future Gentiles and Jews would worship God together. 

Malachi 1:11 For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.

Luke makes an even more blunt statement concerning the relationship of all peoples to one another.

Acts 17:26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

Clearly there are not “racial divisions” in mind here, nor in the previously mentioned passages in Genesis. All mankind is one race – the human race; and they all come from Abraham, from Noah, from Adam – they all have the same original father and mother (Adam and Eve). The various divisions over time are the result of man’s spreading out over the earth as God planned in Genesis. God wants the whole earth to be filled with image bearing worshippers of Him. That was part of the problem at Babel (Genesis 11); man was congregating in a single locale (not spreading out), building a kingdom for themselves (instead of God’s Kingdom), and making their name great (instead of making His name great).
 God is King of all the nations and desires their true worship. This is seen in the following Scripture.
Jeremiah 10:7   7 Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee.

Does this mean God desires even the heathen/pagan to worship Him? Does this mean God desires the heathen/pagan to become “His people?” The answer to this question is Yes and Yes! As we will see below.
God’s Desire for the Heathen
God desires for all men (people) everywhere to be saved, to come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, being reconciled to God the Father through His Holy Spirit. This will be conclusively demonstrated from both the OT and the NT.

In the beginning everyone knew God. Since there were only two people (Adam & Eve) this was not very difficult, especially considering that according to Genesis 1-3 God had direct communication with them. However, as time went on parents failed to teach their children to be followers of God and families reproduced in this ungodliness. In addition to parents’ failure, each individual also had the choice to follow or rebel against God as evidenced by Cain in Genesis 4. God specifically went to Cain after Cain’s sacrifice was not accepted and told him to do right, conquer sin, and he would be accepted. If he failed to do this he would be devoured by sin itself. Cain made his choice.

Additionally, the Scriptures make it clear that God chooses people, causing them to believe. He chose Abraham, He chose Noah, He chose Isaac, He chose Jacob over Esau, etc. This theme is repeated throughout both testaments. 

When God chose Abraham and then make him into a nation he expected the Israelites to be a light to the world – to all the nations. 

In both the Greek translation of the OT and the NT the word used most frequently for the nations/heathen is the word ethnos. This is the equivalent of the Hebrew term goyim. The word is sometimes used neutrally to refer to people/nations in general. Thus it is used of the nation of Israel in 
Genesis 17:10-14   10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.  11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.  12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.  13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.

Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people [Jews] shall be my people, and thy God [Yahweh] my God:

Judith 14:10  And when Achior had seen all that the God of Israel had done, he believed in God greatly, and circumcised the flesh of his foreskin, and was joined unto the house of Israel unto this day.

Beginning in the OT we see God’s plan for the world includes the heathen nations coming to know Him as Savior and them becoming His people. Zechariah 2:11 is particularly clear in this regard.

Ezekiel 39:7 So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.

Zechariah 2:11 And many nations [goyim]shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people [yam]: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee.

Zechariah 8:20-23  20 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities:  21 And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also.  22 Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.  23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

In the process of conversion oftentimes some people will only proceed on the journey part-way. This is the case with the God-fearer, in contrast to the Proselyte. The God-fearer began to fear and worship Yahweh but did not become a fully devoted follower. The proselyte on the other hand became a Jew, completely following all rules and regulations and was allowed in the temple. We will cover them in reverse order below.
Proselytes

Proselytes were converts to Judaism. These were not identical to the God-fearers that we find in Acts but rather these were full fledged converts. This is reflected in the language of Ruth above. Ruth was willing to turn from idolatry to the living God and become a Jew. Upon doing this she was considered to be a Jew. The Book of Acts refers to Proselytes at Pentecost (2:11), among the seven (6:5), and in Antioch of Pisidia (13:43).
 The Jewish historian Josephus refers to the royal family of Adiabene as converts as well. Male converts followed the outward sign of the covenant God made with the Jews by being circumcised according to Genesis 17:10-14.

Matthew 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.
Acts 2:10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.
Acts 6:5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:

Acts 13:43  43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.

Josephus further remarks that “The Jews made proselytes of a great many of the Greeks all the time.”
 It appears that the Christian message went first to the Jews, then to the Hellenized Jews, then to the God-fearers, then to the heathen Gentiles. It also appears that possibly Antioch was a center for this Gentile missionary endeavor, Paul being simply one of many who evangelized the heathen. 
God-Fearers
God-Fearers were a separate group of people whom it appears were not willing to follow Judaism completely, usually do to the requirement on males to be circumcised. The following passages regarding Cornelius fall into this category. Cornelius recognized the God of Israel but it seems he had not yet fully committed himself.

Acts 10:2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

Acts 10:22 And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.

In the following passages the term “God-fearer” is again used. 

Acts 13:26 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent.

Acts 13:50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.

Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

Acts 17:4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few.

Acts 17:17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him.

Acts 18:7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.

Skarsaune notes that these God-fearers “believed in the God of Israel, lived according to the moral precepts of the Torah and visited the synagogue.”
 This would explain why they were so prepared to accept the Truth once fully revealed to them, albeit without the requirement to be circumcised.
 For further explanation and commentary on these and other passages pertaining to God-fearers see references in the notes.
The greatness of God’s grace is again seen in the following passage in Ephesians which details the reconciliation of the Gentiles to God.
Ephesians 2:14-22   14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;  15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;  16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:  17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.  18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;  20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Ephesians 3:1-6  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles [ethnos],  2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  6 That the Gentiles [ethnos] should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:

Paul explains this great concept again in his letter to the Romans.
 
Romans 1:1-6   Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,  2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)  3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;  4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:  5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations [ethnos], for his name:  6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

Galatians 3:8-9   8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen [ethnos] through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

Thus it is plain to see that God’s plan from before the foundations of the earth was to bring all of mankind into a relationship with Himself, to enjoy such fellowship, and to enjoy the worship of His creation as it enjoyed the benefits of His grace.  
God’s Plan of Salvation
God’s plan was to save all of mankind. This is abundantly clear throughout Scripture. Though God chooses and decrees certain aspects of our life it is also clear that He allows us to make choices. Despite His counsel to Cain in Genesis 4, Cain did not heed God’s advice and sinned further by murdering his brother. Even God’s advice was rejected by His creation. God’s patience with man’s rebellion in light of His desire to rescue us in illustrated in the following Scripture.
2 Peter 3:9   The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
God’s plan to bring this redemption to all peoples is accomplished through people, as they come to know the Truth of His Word.

Luke 24:47   And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations [ethnos], beginning at Jerusalem.

Jesus’ own words establish this fact as noted below.

Matthew 28:18-20   And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations [ethnos], baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

As Luke continues God’s story in the book of Acts he notes:

Acts 1:8   8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
God is very clear that the Gospel message is to go to every part of the world, to every human being on the face of the earth, to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ and reconciliation to God to every person, in every nation. According to Revelation 5:9, 7:9 and 14:6 there will be people from every nation in the future land of paradise
. 
Summary

God does not hide His truth under a rock. That is both the greatness of Christianity and the uniqueness of it. Christianity stands upon the shoulders of Judaism and it alone was the faith of the ancient world that worshipped the “Invisible God” who gave them written instructions (Torah) so that they would know how to live and please their God.  Wise Solomon once said the following. 

Proverbs 3:3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:

Proverbs 23:23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.

We would be wise to heed this advice. I am a truth seeker. I am willing to adjust any belief I hold to a clearer understanding of the Divinely Inspired Scriptures. However, I am not willing to follow just anybody who says they have the truth. We are expected by God to be diligent, to study ourselves, and to discern what others say by comparing it with the Scriptures. The HIC movement accuses the rest of Christendom of creating unnecessary divisions and denominations and of incorrectly handling the Word of God, yet it is they who are guilty of all of the abuse. Worse yet, they are leading many people astray by their false teachings and alienating family and friend – not for Jesus’ sake as they claim but for men’s sake; men and their false doctrines and traditions. Note Paul’s exhortation concerning those teaching false doctrines. 
Romans 16:17   17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

We, as children of God are expected to know the Scriptures well enough to know when someone is teaching us wrongly. We can only do that if we personally (and corporately) study them on a regular basis. The heritage that we as Christians hold to includes the ancient exhortation to the Jews to teach their children diligently, all day long, in matters of God and His Word. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7   4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:  5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.  6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

With the proliferation of information available online one must chose carefully whom they believe, however, there are plenty of excellent biblical studies sites as well as plenty of tools so that an individual can obey God by faithfully studying His Word. Many of these websites contain Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries to further understand the words God used.

In addition I recommend the totally free E-sword software. It can be downloaded for absolutely free at www.e-sword.net and contains dozens of Bible translations including Hebrew (OT & NT) and Greek (OT & NT) as well as commentaries (optional to use but from very learned men who loved the Lord and studied the Scriptures in their original languages) and dictionaries, maps, etc. 

Let the Truth of God set your free. There is no need to be in bondage to false teachings or to any man. Be a bond-slave (servant) of God alone.


John 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
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� For further assistance in the use of words and their meanings I recommend the following resources: Silva, Moises, Biblical Wordsa & their Meaning: An Introduction to Lexical Semantics, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983 (since updated); For further assistance in the avoidance of improper interpretation see; For a combination of both task listed above see; Carson, D.A., Exegetical Fallacies 2nd edition, Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1996 (since  updated).


� I’m not sure but I’m assuming this verse is being used to support the doctrine of ‘Apostles/Prophets.’ This verse is of no help in that area, it simply says that John was given this revelation by Jesus Christ via an angel. There is absolutely no warrant here to be able to apply this to any person alive today. The verses is an historical statement describing the events that John is about to describe for the reader.


� Here the HIC attempt to note that the phrase ‘His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow;’ in Revelation 1:14 refers to the “natural state” of a “black” person’s hair, which if not combed, etc. will be like lamb’s wool. The whole point of this passage, however, is to describe the purity and holiness of God, not His earthly people. Again, the HIC are taking verses out of context in an attempt to substantiate their own aberrant beliefs. 


� Ibid.


� For further on this topic see � HYPERLINK "http://www.bible-researcher.com/hebrew-poetry.html" ��http://www.bible-researcher.com/hebrew-poetry.html�. 


� For a detailed analysis of how language works you may view my Masters Thesis UUUUUUUUUUU or visit the following websites: For an introduction to terms see  � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/CollegePark/3920/#seman" ��http://www.geocities.com/CollegePark/3920/#seman�; for an in depth study of how language works Daniel Chandler’s book is a comprehensive start � HYPERLINK "http://www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/S4B/semiotic.html" ��http://www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/S4B/semiotic.html�. For a discussion of universal principles across the world as the relate to language see � HYPERLINK "http://www.uni-kassel.de/fb8/misc/lfb/html/text/startlfbframeset.html" ��http://www.uni-kassel.de/fb8/misc/lfb/html/text/startlfbframeset.html�. This is just the tip of the iceberg but will provide a starting point for those interested. It is this lack of understanding of how language works that causes so much misinterpretation in the HIC movement. 


� This is called eisogesis (reading into the text) instead of exegesis (letting the text speak to you).


� On the seriousness of this see James 3:1 “My brethren, be not many masters [teachers], knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.”


� Some of the HIC movements are slightly less adamant about making skin color such a big deal. Along with this, the related issue of who the ‘Gentiles’ are and who can be reconciled to God (saved) flows from this focus on skin color and determining who the ‘true Israelites’ are. As will be discussed later, some of the HIC movement allow for Gentiles to be saved while others do not (they do this by redefining the word ‘Gentile.’). It seems like the Holy Conception Unit (HCU) is one of the more extreme groups, however, it is linked to the world headquarters in NYC, so it also appears that they represent the mainstream of the HIC. In speaking with one of their members, the HCU indicated that the other HIC groups seem to be splinter cells from the HCU. It appears that they developed some views that did not correspond to the views of the HIC, for instance the ‘normally accepted’ definition that ‘Gentiles’ are non-Jews and the allowance of Gentiles to be saved.


� I would not use this verse to attempt to say God’s people are “white” and those who are not are not God’s people. Contrarily, that is exactly what the HIC is doing in their slavish use of verses out of context in their attempt to portray all God’s people as “dark skinned.” The very verses they use to support their point not only don’t support their points but in many cases totally contradict and refute their point! 


� Again, I am not supporting the following idea but if I wanted to I could easily argue that the dark skin is a result of God’s judgment/curse on His people and like the ‘Nazarites’ previously mentioned He prefers that they are “white.” Though this would be a little better exegesis (interpretation; actually it would be eisogesis!) than the HIC it would still be wrong and miss the point. There is nothing in the text about God’s people being of a particular skin color – we need to stop reading into the text what is not there!


� Divisions over sound and heretical doctrine are normal and even necessary, but not over issues that are not regarded as, or stated as, doctrines in the Scriptures (Cf. 1 Timothy 1:10; 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1; Jude 1:3).


� Cf. Genesis 1-2; all mankind is a descendent of Adam & Eve (the mother of mankind – Genesis 3:20). Cf. also the clear implications in Romans 5:11-12. See also Acts 17:26 below.


� See Genesis 10.


� Deuteronomy 2:5 Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a foot breadth; because I have given mount Seir unto Esau for a possession. Deuteronomy 2:9 And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contend with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot for a possession. Deuteronomy 2:19 And when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any possession; because I have given it unto the children of Lot for a possession. Deuteronomy 32:8 When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.


� Amos 9:7 Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?


� Job 12:23-25   23 He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again.  24 He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way.  25 They grope in the dark without light, and he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man. Isaiah 40:21-25   21 Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth?  22 It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:  23 That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.  24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.  25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.


� This includes using the nations of the world to bless and curse the Israelites; to bring them prosperity and destruction. See Deuteronomy 28:32-57; judges 2:21-3:4; Habakkuk 1:5-11.


� See further Isa 13-24; Jer 46-51; Ezek 25-32; Amos 1:3-2:4; Hab 2:4-20








�Thomas Nelson Publishers. (2001). What does the Bible say about-- : The ultimate A to Z resource fully illustrated. Nelson's A to Z series (277). Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas Nelson.


� Search the Scriptures on how often God refers to making His name great.


� See further J. Julius Scott Jr., Jewish Background of the New Testament, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995, 342 and F. J. Foakes Jackson and Kirsopp Lake (eds.). The Beginnings of Christianity: The Acts of the Apostles Vol V, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1966, 74-88.


� Josephus’ Jewish War 7.3.3 as quoted in Oskar Skarsaune’s In The Shadow of the Temple: Jewish Influences on Early Christianity, Downers Gorve: IVP, 2002, 167.


� Skarsaune 171.


� See Acts 15 and the book of Galatians on the fruitlessness of spiritual merit for a physical act such as circumcision.


� In fact Paul discusses this topic in Romans, Ephesians, and Galatians very clearly. Without having checked, it would not surprise me if he also references the same idea in some of his other letter. Regardless, it is very sloppy exegesis and unfaithful to the Holy Scriptures to say that Gentiles are not allowed salvation. This concept is so clear that I am dumbfounded as to how the Holy Conception Unit of Orlando, FL can teach this doctrine while at the same time purporting to teach their students how to study the Bible (in Hebrew no less). Some related HIC movements have not held to this doctrine as strongly as the HCU.


� And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; (Rev. 5:9); After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands (Rev. 7:9); And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, (Rev. 14:6).


� For additional copies of this paper or for more resources visit my website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fitministries.com" ��www.fitministries.com�. 





