Names

Zecharias – God remembers His covenant
Elisabeth – God is the absolutely faithful one

John – God is merciful

Jesus – God saves

Matt 1.18-25 Betrothal
Betrothred/engaged = civil contract of marriage but not yet religiously married


Only way to break was by “bill of divorce”


Up to 1 year to continue to serve her family, prepare for marriage


Marriages arranged so not necessarily know spouse to be


After Mary returned from Judea pregnant Joseph had 2 options to dissolve the marriage

· Accuse her publicly & have stoned to death

· Divorce her

· Cf. Deut 22.13-21

· God intervened – angel appeared to Joseph

Luke 2.8-20 Shepherds

Glory of the Lord shone around them (shepherds) in Lk 2.9


Not seen for more than 500 yrs


Cf. Exo 40.34-35; 1Ki 8.11; Ezek 10.4, 18-19; 11.22-23

God has come for all people

Cf. Matt 1.21 and Lk 2.10

Luke 2.22-38 Presentation in Temple
All men are born in sin thus woman is ceremonially unclean

Cleansing and restoration of fellowship by sin and burnt offering

Too poor to supply a lamb so use pigeon
Now that she’s clean son can be redeemed.

Firstborn dedicated to God. Priests purchased instead. Five shekels of silver ($4.00) to Temple instead.

Exo 13.2; Num 18.15-16


Priest pronounces thanksgiving for law of redemption and another for gift of first born son

Simeon prophesy

Anna prophesy

Mat 2.1-12 Magi (Gentiles)
Astronomers not Astrologers

Special supernatural “star” his star


Star moved


Star rested on Jesus dwelling place

Warned by dream to return a different way

Micah 5.1-2

Hosea 11:1 
Israel’s deliverance from Egypt

Type or Analogy

Jeremiah 31:15 



Inflicted on Judah by Neb


Analogy? (Double Reference)
