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	· LXX Deuteronomion “second law-giving” 
· Heb. “These are the words: from 1:1 or Debarim “words.”
· Similar to “Thus says the Lord.” Prophetic in nature.

· An expansion and sermonic review of law given at Mt. Sinai

· Parallel to introduction of Ancient Near East treaty documents between Suzerain (conquering king) and Vassal (the state conquered). These treaties would begin with an introduction of the sovereign (i.e. “These are the words of the Sun, Suppiluliumas, the great king, the king of the Hatti land…”). This points to the ‘covenantal’ nature of the book.
· Takes place on the plains of Moab due east of Jericho and the Jordan River.

· Covers 1 month just before entering Canaan

1. Preamble: Credentials of the treaty maker: the King.

2. History of relations between King and Vassal

3. Stipulations on the Vassal. The King requires much and is        obligated to little.

Sovereign’s only obligation is the succession of the Vassal’s family.

4. Document clause: treaty is to be kept in a temple and read occasionally.

5. List of gods who serve as witnesses.

6. Blessings if treaty is kept, curses if treaty is broken.
· What God has done in the past; basis for covenant
· Conditions of the covenant

· What will happen in the future (Prophetic prediction)

· Capital Punishment
· Premeditated murder, kidnapping, striking or cursing one’s parents, magic & divination, bestiality, sacrificing to false gods, profaning the Sabbath, offering human sacrifice, adultery, incest, homosexuality, blasphemy, false prophecy, rebelliousness, fornication, rape of betrothed virgin.


