The History of Writing
Internet Learning
Goal:
· TSWU where language/writing originated as well as the process that led to the use of the Alphabet.

Resources:
· http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/writing/home_set.html 
· Old Testament Today by Walton & Hill (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004), 12, 20).
Objective:
· TSWU that both the Sumerians and the Egyptians used a pictograph script that represented objects, then syllables as pictures.

· TSWU that the Alphabet did not originate until ~1600 BC by the Semites.

· Consonants only; no vowels.

· Cf. English sng; song, sang, sing as verbal variations of root.

· TSWU that the earliest records we have date to about 3100 BC and consist of agricultural record keeping.

· TSW read the section “Story” from the above website, putting together a synopsis of the process of writing, how it changed over time, how words became syllables, etc.

· http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/writing/story/sto_set.html 

· TSW “Explore” the world of a scribe, taking notes on the 7 different tools used by scribes.

· http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/writing/explore/exp_set.html 

· TSW take the “Challenge” putting together the pieces. Write a response (include problems, challenges, evaluation).
· http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/writing/challenge/cha_set.html 

· Shockwave required – Available bottom of page
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/home_set.html 
· Example: barley (http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/writing/story/sto_set.html ) 
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· Moved from pictograms to cuneiform (from pointed styles to wedge shaped)

[image: image2.png]/4




· Then changed direction so could be written laying down. 

· Became representative for syllable sounds. 
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The development of writing

Remember that the barley sign is only one of many. Here are some of the other signs, and how they changed over three thousand years. 

[image: image4.png]



c. 3100 
c. 2800
c. 2400 
c. 600
barley
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head
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bird
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ox
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tree
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palm
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